LANDMARK
PARK

Summer 2020

Vol. XXXX, Number 2

Honey Extraction

Workshop

Join Landmark Park on June 27 at 9:30 a.m.
in the Ag Building for a Honey Extraction
Workshop and learn all about bees and the
important role they play in our lives. The

Celebrate National Watermelon Month with Landmark Park during our Watermelon Harvest
and Sampling on July 11 at 10 a.m. The Watermelon Sampling is free with paid gate admission.

Special thanks to Master Gardener and park volunteer Tom Boyle for coordinating this event each
year. Watermelon is a favorite summertime fruit throughout the South. This juicy fruit can be
red, yellow, pink, or dark pink on the inside and be seeded or seedless. Watermelon is a flowering
ground vine from the gourd family. A single watermelon is made up of 92% water and is packed
with healthy nutrients. They are a good source of antioxidants like vitamin A, vitamin C, vitamin

workshop is hosted by the Wiregrass Beekeepers
and the Alabama Cooperative Extension System
and is free with paid gate admission. Guests will
have a chance to watch as honey from local
hives is uncapped by hand, extracted from the
comb and bottled. Honey will be on sale at the
event and at Landmark Park while supplies last.

For more info, contact the office at 334-794-
3452. Sponsored by Wiregrass RC&D.

B6, and potassium, magnesium, and dietary fiber. Visit www.alwatermelon.org for more info on
watermelons. Sponsored by Wiregrass RC&D.

Landmark Park Reopens After Two Month Closure

Due to COVID-19 related concerns, Governor Kay Ivey issued a “Shelter in Place” order in March that required several businesses--including museums--
to close until the threat of the virus waned. Since Landmark Park serves as Alabama’s Official Museum of Agriculture, we followed the order and closed
down for two months in order to help keep our community safe and healthy.

Even through the park was closed, the staff and volunteers never stopped working. Safely distanced, masked, and sanitized, we continued to care for the
farm animals, cut grass, tend to gardens, plan for the future and learn new skills. Personally, I had a chance to work with Bill Miller and the Wiregrass
Beekeepers to gain a better understanding of how a honeybee hive works. Membership Manager Julie Powell was inspired to try her hand at playing
the mandolin so she could join in the Pickin in the Park jam sessions. The staff came together to clean up unused portions of park property to allow
for future growth. Southeast Health requested that some of our volunteers who know how to sew make cloth masks for patients in the hospital and I'm
proud to report that many masks plus some material was donated to help. We created virtual content to help enhance your at-home lessons for kids.

The Wiregrass Master Gardeners Association continued to grow fresh vegetables in the Kitchen Garden to donate to the Wiregrass United Way Area
Food Bank.

Many of our regular events have been canceled or postponed due to the spread of this virus. As we move forward, we ask that you please be patient with
us as we navigate unchartered territory. We very much appreciate your support of Landmark Park. Your memberships, donations and volunteer work
allow us to fulfill our mission even during difficult times.
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REPTILE FEEDINGS First Sundays
WOODTURNER MEETINGS First Saturdays
LANDMARK DULCIMER CLUB JAM First Saturdays
PICKIN IN THE PARK Second Saturdays
BLACKSMITH DEMO First and Third Saturdays
BLUE STAR MUSEUM Memorial Day-Labor Day
MUSIC BY MOONLIGHT June 11, 25 July 9, 23
HORSE WORKSHOPS June 20, July 18,

August 15

FATHERS DAY ADMISSION SPECIAL June 21
HONEY EXTRACTION June 27

HERITAGE FORUMS July 5, 12, 19, 26

ANIMAL ADVENTURES July 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17,
23, 24,30, 31

WACKY WEDNESDAYS July 8, 15, 22, 29
WATERMELON TASTING July 11

EDUCATION FESTIVAL August 1

ONGOING Register online for field trips!

Visit www.landmarkparkdothan.com to register
for programs and for more details.
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Music By Moonlight

- Free concerts will take place ar 7:30 p.m. on the Gazebo Lawn. Bring your picnic and lawn chairs and

- enjoy an evening under the stars. No pets or alcobol, please. Sponsored by WOOF Radio. The Martin

Drugstore and Shelley General Store will be open selling ice cream and drinks.

JUNE 11: ODDLY ENOUGH
Blues based classic rock music

JUNE 25: TRI STATE COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA]
Playing patriotic and pop tunes

JULY 9: TROY DOTHAN COMMUNITY BAND
Performing traditional band favorites

JULY 23: MAMA TRY’ED
Enjoy variety of rock and country tunes.

We are a

Blue Star
Museum

artsgov’ bluestarmuseums

Thanks to the generous support of All In Credit
Union, Landmark Park will offer free admission
to active-duty military personnel and their

2 families from Memorial Day through Labor Day

as part of the nationwide Blue Star Museums
Initiative. Landmark Park is taking it one step
. further this year. In addition to active duty
military, retired military and their families can
also take advantage of the opportunity for free
admission.

“As an organization founded by servicemen,
we understand the dedication and sacrifice
of our military to give their all to a mission,
their country and their families,” says Kathy

Scarbrough, VP of Marketing at All in Credit
Union. “That is why All In Credit Union is
proud to serve as the signature corporate sponsor
for the “Blue Star Plus” program.”

The Blue Star Museum initiative is a partnership
between Blue Star Families, the National
Endowment for the Arts, the Department
of Defense and more than 2,000 museums
across the country. It provides free admission
to active-duty military identification holders
and up to five immediate family members. To
further benefit the military families in our area,
Landmark Park is happy to extend this discount
to retired military and their families as well.

In the Planetarium

THE PLANETARIUM IS TENTATIVELY
SCHEDULED TO REOPEN IN JULY

Planetarium programs are $3 per person and
free for members. Visit our website for a full
description of each program.

LIVE SHOWS:

Saturdays and Sundays, 1 p.m.
(not recommended for children under 5)

FULL-DOME MOVIES: GREAT FOR ALL AGES!
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays and Mondays at
3:30 p.m.; also Saturdays at 11 a.m.

MOVIE SCHEDULE
July: Incredible Universe
August: From Earth to the Universe

(The second weekend of each month the
Planetarium will show full dome movies only.)
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Wacky Wednesdays

On Wednesdays during July at 10 a.m., anything goes! Wacky Wednesdays are programs on a variety of
topics suitable for families with kids. These activities are free with paid gate admission ($4 for adults, $3
Jor kids, free for park members and children 2 and under). Seating is limited and registration is required.
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Visit www. landmarkparkdothan.com to register. No program July 1.

JULY 8: GNOME HOMES
Indulge in a morning of imagination as we
create gnome homes and fairy houses!

JULY 15: EDIBLE SCIENCE

Come enjoy some science living in your own
kitchen! Participants can learn how to do
different experiments made with ingredients
found in their home such as edible slime,
making your own orange soda, and much more!

JULY 22: |1 SURVIVED (NATURAL DISASTER SAFETY)
Disasters can hit at any time. Whether a wild
fire or hurricane, survival is top on the “To
Do List”. Join Landmark Park and WTVY’s
Meteorology team as we look into the world
of Natural Disasters. Learn the best ways to
hunker down and keep your family safe so you

can say... “I survived.”)

JULY 29: BEGINNING YOGA

Our friends from the Nature Gallery Yoga
Studio will lead park visitors in a beginner yoga
class.

Don’t Forget About These Regularly
gcheduled Events

The Wiregrass Woodturners host a club meeting and woodturning demo every first Saturday
of the month at 9:30 a.m. The public is invited to visit and learn how to make beautiful wooden
items turned on a lathe. Free with your paid gate admission ($4 for adults, $3 for kids, free for
park members). Wiregrass Woodturner members get in free. Club meets in the Interpretive Center
Classroom.

The Landmark Dulcimer Club has a jam and practice
session every first Saturday of the month at 1 p.m. You do
not have to know how to read music! We prefer you bring
your own Mountain Dulcimer but we do have a few practice
dulcimers you can borrow if you want to give it a try. Free
with your paid gate admission ($4 for adults, $3 for kids, free
for park members).Show your instrument and get in for free!
| Club meets in the Interpretive Center.

o
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Forge member Brent Clark will present a

Wiregrass
Blacksmithing Demo every first and third Saturday of the
month at 10 a.m. Watch as metal is heated and shaped into
a variety of items. Free with your paid gate admission ($4 for

adults, $3 for kids, free for park members).

Landmark Park hosts a public Reptile Feeding ecvery first
Sunday at 4 p.m. Meet our snakes and turtles and learn why
these animals are so important to the environment. Free with
paid gate admission. Interpretive Center Lobby. Free with your

paid gate admission ($4 for adults, $3 for kids, free for park members).

Pickin in the Park takes place every second Saturday of the month at 10 a.m. Join musicians for
a bluegrass, country and gospel jam session. Visitors are welcome to listen or participate. Free with
your paid gate admission ($4 for adults, $3 for kids, free for park members).Show your instrument
at the gate to receive free admission. All ages and skill levels are welcome.
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Mike Roberts
Like the rest of the United States, Landmark
Park was closed to the public for all of April and
May. But the facilities still had to be maintained
and the future still had to be imagined.

Mike Roberts came almost daily during the
shutdown to help Kari Barley (curator) prepare
the new exhibit in the Alabama Agricultural
Museum. Recently, Mike restored the windows
in the Brown’s Crossroads Schoolhouse. He took
apart the old window frames and saved as much
of original as he could, then found antique
frames to use to replace the rotten wood. The
doors on the schoolhouse were rotten, too.
Antique doors were uncovered that were perfect,
so Mike installed those doors.

He told David Jay to let him know if the park
needed anything else. He saidhe likes to fix up
things. David said, “I called him, and he came.”

Mike has had a diversified career. He spent 21
years with Norfolk Southern Railroad, 14 years
with Evans Building Supply in the door shop,
and four years as facilities manager at Wiregrass
Museum of Art. He is married to Carol an
ER nurse and has two grown sons, three
grandchildren, and one on the way.

Mike said about himself, “I like to make
something out of nothing” and about Landmark
Park, “It educates children better than a book.”

Make a point to notice Mike’s craftsmanship
next time youre at the park. To volunteer at
Landmark Park, call the park office at (334)
794-3452 or

email Celeste Conner (volunteer coordlnator) at
celeste@landmarkrparkdothan.com.
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Animal Adventures
Every Thursday and Friday in July, Landmark Park will present Animal Adventures, a special one-hour educational program which provides a unique
opportunity to learn about our natural world. Families and kids are invited to see first-hand the wonder of native and exotic animals. Programs begin at 10
a.m. in the Parks Interpretive Center Auditorium. Free with paid gate admission; online registration is required. Visit landmarkparkdothan.com to register. If

a program fills a second session may be offered.

JULY 2: BIRDS OF PREY
Join Jatin Patel and meet his birds of prey. Learn what these beautiful birds
eat and what role they play in our environment.

JULY 3: AMPHIBIANS

Amphibians can be slimy and lay eggs, but they also have a lot of other
interesting characteristics. Join Jimmy Stiles as he talks about various
amphibians including frogs, salamanders, and one big amphiuma. Stiles
has been involved in herpetology for over 25 years and is currently working
on his PhD in Wildlife Sciences through Auburn University. 7his session
will take place outdoors in the Amphitheater.

JULY 9: LIFE OF A HONEYBEE

Wiregrass Beckeeper Rosalyn Horton will teach us all about the life of
a honeybee. Learn the “waggle dance,” taste a honey stick and hear why
these animals are so important to us.

JULY 10: TORTOISES
Big Bend Wildlife Refuge will teach us all about the wonderful world of
tortoises. Feeding and nesting habits will be discussed, as well as what you

should do if you find an orphaned or injured wildlife.

JULY 16: CHICKENS

What came first, the chicken or the egg? While we may not crack that
riddle, you will have a chance to learn all about chickens and see some of
these beautiful animals up closes.

JULY 17: DOG TRAINING BASICS

Our four legged furry friends will be the star of this program as local
canine specialist Renee Jones-Lewis, along with her canine teaching
assistant, show visitors the correct way to interact with dogs. Park visitors
will learn training tips they can easily use with their own family pets.

JULY 23: FANTASTIC FISH

Ken Weathers, of the Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries
Department will present a program about common fish. Not only will
you get to see the fish that are naturally found in our local lakes and rivers,
you will also be able to brush up on your fishing and casting techniques.

JULY 24: HOMING PIGEONS

Join John Ross Helms for a fascinating look at homing pigeons. These
amazing birds are able to find their way home from great distances. Helms
will discuss these birds, their historic uses, and then will release some of
his own homing pigeons so they can fly home. No second session will be
available.

JULY 30: ALLIGATORS

Tim Ward, with the Alabama Department of Conservation, will present
a program on one of South Alabama’s most misunderstood creatures, the
American Alligator. A combination of slides, skins, and skulls--as well as
a live alligator--will be used to illustrate and teach participants about the
lifestyle and habitats of this unique animal.

JULY 31: SNAKES AND REPTILES

Come learn from Page Whatley about these cold-blooded animals and
why some of them are endangered. Visitors will have the opportunity to
see different reptiles up-close, all representing the species native to the
Wiregrass region.

W LANDMARK PARK e

L
e

GDUCATION - < GESTIVAL °

On August 1 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Teachers, parents, and kids of all ages are
welcome to come to our 2nd annual Education Festival! Landmark Park offers many
educational programming year round to thousands of students. Our Education
Festival offers a unique experience for parents and teachers to come and see all the
Education Department offers. There will be a variety of activities and programs
around the Park for all ages. Along with all the adventure around the park, explore
space with an instructor in the planetarium and get to know our reptiles at the
Radical Reptiles program in the auditorium. Admission to the Education Festival is

$4 for adults, $3 for kids and free for children 2 and under and for park members.

Teachers: If you attend this event, you will get an automatic 10% off of your
next field trip you schedule at Landmark Park! Just come visit the Information
Booth for details.

For more information, contact Tabitha Shumaker at 334-794-3452 or tabitha@
landmarkparkdothan.com or visit our website at www.landmarkparkdothan.com.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lester Killebrew, President; Senator Gerald
Allen; Representative Paul Lee; Robert
Hensarling; George Jeffcoat; Bob Plaster; Ryan
Blocker; Ronnie Davis; Dr. Gary Lemme

STAFF
Laura Stakelum, Executive Director;
Barley, Curator; Jay Sayre, Bookkeeper

Kari

The new exhibit inside the Agricultural Museum is coming along nicely!
We can’t wait to complete this project and open the doors to visitors.

Heritage Forums

On Sundays in July, guest speakers will present programs on state and local history. These presentations take place ar 3 p.m. in the Interpretive Center
Auditorium. Free with paid gate admission ($4 for adults, $3 for kids, free for park members).

JULY 5: JEWISH ROOTS

Cantor Neil Schwartz with Temple Emanu-el will share stories and customs from the Jewish Congregation throughout the history of the Wiregrass.

JULY 12: HAUNTED WIREGRASS HISTORY
Join Dale Cox of Two Egg TV and learn about our haunted heritage. Explore allegedly haunted sites around the Wiregrass and hear the ghost stories
that accompany them.

JULY 19: THE CREEK POCAHONTAS
Rachael Conrad of Two Egg TV will present a program on Native American woman Milly Frances and her rescue of U.S. soldier Duncan
McCrimmon.

JULY 26: WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN THE WIREGRASS
Dr. Hayden McDaniel explores the world of writer, newspaper editor, socialite, and suffragist, Scottie McKenzie Frasier, who did her work in
Dothan.

%@W@
Yesteryear

(LEFT) First Presbyterian Church, which was located at
the corner of Oates and Troy Streets, caught fire and

burned in 1973.

If you would like to donate historic photos to

be scanned for our archives (you can keep your
originals), please contact Kari Barley at kbarley@
landmarkparkdothan.com.

(ABOVE) Green Doll Bed donated by Louis L. Johnson.
It belonged to his mother-in-law, who was from the Sand
Mountain Region of Alabama.

The Lark ® Summer 2020
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A special welcome to our new members who
Jjoined from Febrnary 15 to May 15. 1o all our
previous members who renewed since our last
newsletter, a sincere thank you.

Mr. and Mrs. Rodney Bolin
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher Brannon
Mr. and Mrs. Curtis Brannon
Ms. Kara and Ms. Cindy Bremer
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Elliott
Mr. and Mrs. Dustin Everett
Mr. and Mrs. Laurel Foster
Ms. Heather Fulford and Miss Weslynn Lovett
Ms. Tracie Gariby
Mr. David Green
Mr. Justin Henderson
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Hirtriter
Mr. and Msrs. Jeremy Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Jason Kyzer
Mr. and Mrs. Seth Lucas
Mr. and Mrs. Bryn Miller
Ms. Arica Parker
Mr. Bob Paulk
Mr. Mike and Mr. Hunter Peacock
Mr. and Mrs. Toni Pham
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmie Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Quarles
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Renfro *
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Roberts
Mrt. and Mrs. Brad Seaver
Ms. Pat Sirhan
Mr. and Mrs. Wade Skipper
Ms. Delane and Colby Spivey
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Stark
M. and Mis. Tony Stuart
Ms. Emily Stokes
Mr. and Mrs. Danny Tabb
Mr. and Mrs. Ricky Temple
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Wisor

Special thanks to the following

businesses who have either joined or

Accolade Construction
Dale County Farmers Federation
Paulk’s Service Co. Inc.

Thank You

IN KIND DONATIONS
Mr. Gene Arnold, Mr. Korey Bramlett, Marty

Hendrickson

MONETARY DONATIONS

Mr. Colby Clark, Ms. Cathy Corbitt, Mr. and
Mrs. Terry Everett, Ms. Jean Gilliam, Ms. Susan
N. Herring, Mr. Craig Snellgrove, Mr. and Mrs.
James Wiggins

NATIVE PLANT GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Carole Ball, Irene Tucker, Wiregrass Master
Naturalists

KITCHEN GARDEN GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Wiregrass Master Gardeners Association

OUTDOOR PROJECTS
Jimmy Jones, Tom Boyle, Jatin Patel, David
Baker, Brent Clark, Abby Harris, Kennedy

Nance

VIDEO PROJECTS
Charles Zeigler, Jatin Patel, Austin and Annie
Ellison, T. Larry Smith, Brent Clark, Bill Miller

TEACHING APIARY MAINTENANCE
Bill Mller, Dwayne Sanders, Steve Loveland,
Wiregrass Beekeepers Association

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT VOLUNTEERS
Wiregrass Master Gardeners Association, Jatin
Patel, Raymond Corey, Page Whatley, Dr.
Marie Rush, The Ellison Family, Zack Webster
(WTVY), Dale County Sheriff Department,
Kathy Olmstead, Emile Sherriff

ALABAMA AGRICULTURAL MUSEUM VOLUNTEERS
Mike Roberts, Chris Roberts, Jamie McCoy,
John McCoy, Andy Ming, Bruce Turberville

TRIBUTE FUND:

In Memory of Mace Holman
By Mr. and Mrs. Lester Killebrew

In Memory of Dr. William Silvernail
By Mrs. Carole and Bill Lee

In memory of Steadman Hollis
By Mrs. Carole and Bill Lee

In Honor of Laura Stakelum’s Birthday
By Dr. Michael Gower

By Mr. and Mrs. Ed Heffernan

By Ms. Janie Hinson

By Ms. Kathie Moore

By Mr. Regis Peoples

By Ms. Melissa Trampler

By Mr. and Mrs. Chad Wise

People in the Park

The staff pecked through the windows in the
office. “Is she cutting his hair?!”

Eventually, they wandered down to the
Interpretive Center to learn about the park.

He said, “T just got a haircut.”

“We saw.”

She said, “It’s not a good one.”

They are heading home to Illinois from
wintering in Florida. They had RV trouble.
While waiting on repairs, they set out to find a

place to explore. And get a haircut.
Come see what you can find to do at Landmark

Park!

—Celeste Conner
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Ifyou have an interest in anything equestrian, Landmark Park has got you covered! Landmark Park will
be offering a series of hands-on, horse-related workshops. Prices are below. Registration and payment are
required and can be made online ar www.landmarkparkdothan.com.

JUNE 20: HARNESS TO HITCH
This workshop will be outdoors at Crowley Field from 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. Registration required.
Price is $10 for park members and $15 for nonmembers.

JULY 18: HITCHING AND DRIVING WITH IMPLEMENTS
Meet at Crowley Field from 9:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. Registration required. Price is $10 for park
members and $15 for nonmembers.

AUGUST 15: FARRIER WORKSHOP
Taught by Farrier Trent Renfroe. Held in the Stokes Activity Barn from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Lunch

is included. Registration required. Price is $25 for park members and $30 for nonmembers.

Horse Workshops

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY!
Dads who are accompanied by
a child on June 21 will receive

Regiter foField Trips!

free admission to Landmark
Park in honor of Father’s Day.

Home school and classroom teachers! Let

Find us on your favorite
Social Media platforms!
You

flviol®
|

us help you make this the best year ever with
a field trip to Landmark Park! Visit www.
landmarkparkdothan.com to download the
teacher guide and register. We are working hard
to accommodate COVID-19 related restrictions
with virtual content and more. Contact
Tabitha for details 334-794-3452 or tabitha@

landmarkparkdothan.com.

YOU Could Win
$500!

Thank you to all the members of Dothan
Landmarks Foundation for your support of
Landmark Park. This fall, Landmark Park is
giving YOU a chance to win $500 cash! The
drawing will be held on October 3 during
the Landmark Park Benefit Car Show. You do
not have to be present to win. You will soon
receive 16 tickets by mail. If you would like to
participate, please complete the ticket stubs with
your name, address and phone number. Then,
return the stubs, along with your check, in the
enclosed envelope. Please pass along any unused
tickets to your friends. Remember, each ticket
you purchase or sell helps maintain Landmark
Park. Thank you for your continued support and
good luck!

P L i S RS R e
Coming soon! A new bridal suite is being added to the Stokes Activity Barn. Landmark Park is the

perfect place for your own special occasion. Weddings, proms, parties, family reunions and more
have been held at our Stokes Activity Barn, Gazebo, Headland Presbyterian Church, Playground
Pavilion and Auditorium. Call 334-794-3452, email laurav@landmarkparkdothan.com or visit

www.landmarkparkdothan.com for more info.

Maintenance Report

Even though the park was closed, park staff
worked hard behind the scenes. Cleanup,

maintenance, and time for learning new skills

made the closure productive.

The Lark ® Summer 2020
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LANDMARK PARK

TRIBUTE FUND

1o Honor or Remember Family, Friends and Loved Ones

As a special tribute to family and friends for important occasions
throughout the year—a birthday, an anniversary, graduation, a “get-
well” wish, or expression of sympathy—a gift to Landmark Park’s
TRIBUTE FUND is a very meaningful and personal gift. Contributions
are fully tax-deductible and are placed in the park’s trust fund, thereby
providing an unending gift to Landmark Park that will also serve as a
lasting tribute to the person you wish to honor. Personal acknowledgment
is sent to the individual honored, without reference to the size of the gift,
and your tribute is listed in the park’s newsletter, “The Lark.”

I wish to contribute $ to Landmark Park.

I wish my gift to be in memory/honor of

Occasion: Birthday =~ Anniversary =~ Memorial Other

Donor’s Name:

Address:

Please Notify:

Address:

Make check payable to: Landmark Park and mail to:
Landmark Park ¢ PO. Box 6362 ¢ Dothan, AL 36302

September 17
Landmark Park
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